The present work was suggested to me by my excellent friend and instructor, Dr. Demarquay at a time when I was preparing for his course of surgical anatomy. He was so good as to furnish me with numerous materials which he had collected for his own use, and from which I have derived much benefit as will be seen in the course of this treatise.
1857.] Parmentier on Tumors in the Palatine Region. 325 preservation of life. Finally, the situation of the region occupied by these morbid productions, the abundance of vessels presented by the anatomy of these parts, render these operations sometimes extremely difficult; hence it becomes necessary for the surgeon in devising the proper method of procedure to tax his ingenuity so as not, in the removal of the disease, to cause hemorrhage which is, more or less, liable to occasion the death of the patient.
Besides, the region of the palate being liberally supplied with nerves, operations on these parts are very painful, and anaesthetics cannot be employed on account of the situation of the field of operation.
When these facts are considered, it seems really astonishing that authors of classical works on pathology silently pass over the history of the tumors of the palatine region, for they have been frequently observed and meagre descriptions only are to be found scattered through the annals of medicine; by the aid of the facts already observed, and some cases which came to my notice during my medical studies, I shall attempt to trace the history of the morbid productions under consideration. But before I do so, it may be proper to give a brief description of the anatomy of the region, noticing the physiological knowledge we posses of the functions of the organs of which it is composed. Anatomy.?The palatine region is composed of two parts? the anterior, the vault of the palate; the posterior, the velum palati. This region is clearly defined in front and upon the sides by the dental arch, and behind by the sinuous lower edge of the velum; it is united on each side by a muscular projection known by the name of anterior pillar of the palate, and in the region of the pharnyx by another equally muscular projection, the posterior pillar of the palate. The In the Journal of Medicine of Vandermound, vol. xiii, page 433, we find the history of the extirpation of a tumor of the palate by Anselin, surgeon at Amiens. The, removal of this tumor which was of a fibrous nature, was followed by hemorrhage which was easily suppressed by means of a compress.
In the 36th vol. of the Journal, page 269, year 1771, Botot relates the history of a case of a tumor of the vault of the palate which he removed by extirpation with a cutting instrument.
In 1772, Jourdain published in the 37th vol. of the Journal of Medicine, a memoir upon the diseases of the palate, many cases of tumor of the palatine vault.
In 1778, the same author published his treatise upon the diseases of the mouth, in which he has devoted a long chapter to the diseases of the palate, particularly tumors; we find there many references to authors who have written upon the subject, and besides these he notices other cases which came under his his own observation; I shall notice these in the next chapter.
In 
